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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Office of Current Intelligence 
9 September 1963 


CURRENT INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 
SUBJECT: The Situation in Yemen 


1. The overall picture in Yemen is that of a 
continuing stalemate. While there has been no 
abrupt rupture of the disengagement plan, its prog- 
ress has been painfully slow. The UN observation 
mission has been plagued with serious administra- 
tive problems which have rendered it largely inef- 
fective. However, the willingness with which both 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia agreed to finance the UN 
operation for an additional two months indicates 
that both sides feel the mission continues to be of 
s ome us e . 

2. There has been no significant change in 
the military situation in northern Yemen for several 
weeks. Egyptian and Yemeni republican forces re- 
main unable to cope effectively with the guerrilla 
tactics of the royalist tribes in the northern 
hinterland but retain firm control of the major 
population centers and the coastal lowlands . The 
pattern of shifting centers of hostile action and 

of shifting tribal loyalties in response to changes 
in the tactical situation and to new offers of 
money to individual tribes remains a constant. The 
Egyptian forces continue to bear almost the entire 
brunt of the actual fighting on the republican 
side and are keeping up indiscriminate daily bomb- 
ing and strafing attacks on royalist areas. As 
long as these Egyptian troops remain in the field 
the royalist forces cannot win a major victory. 

They do, however, appear to have sufficient arms, 
ammunition, and money within Yemen to continue hit- 
and-run attacks at least for the immediate future. 

3. Thus far there has been no major reduction 
in the number of Egyptian troops in Yemen. Movement 
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8. Egypt has indicated that it is interested 
in such talks, but its primary concern in this re- 
gard is to broaden the base of the present republi 
can government. It is worried over continued bick 
ering, corruption, and inefficiency within the re- 
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Shafi tribes — the main support of the republican 
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